THE  FOUR  GEORGES
insurrection, the rage against the Government was such
for having, as they thought, drawn them into this ruin
(i.e. the South Sea Bubble) that I am almost persuaded,
the King being at that time abroad, that could the
Pretender then have landed at the Tower, he might
have rode to St. James's with very few hands held up
against him."1
One of the first suspects to be arrested was George Kelly,
a Non-Juring clergyman who had been born in Ros-
common. Kelly was a veritable professional where
intrigue was concerned, and in one capacity or another
he was mixed up in nearly every Jacobite plot. When he
was arrested he kept the messenger at bay with a drawn
sword while he burned at a candle such of his correspon-
dence as was incriminating. Nevertheless, he had to
spend fourteen years in the Tower before he escaped.
Even that did not cure him of his love of adventure, for
Kelly was one of "The Seven Men of Moidart" who
landed in Scotland with Charles Edward.
The next prisoners were the Duke of Norfolk, the Earl
of Orrery, and Lord North, while Mar, who had by now
changed sides again, laid information against Atterbury.
This placed Walpole in a dilemma, for he had not enough
evidence against the latter to send him to the scaffold,
and he had no desire, by exiling him, to provide James
with a counsellor of exceptional ability. He therefore
determined to see what would be the effect of offering a
bribe. Walpole was always prepared to bid high for the
man he wanted, and he made no exception of the present
occasion. In return for the bishopric of Winchester at
the next vacancy, and in the meantime an annual pension
of £5,000, together with the Tellership of the Exchequer
1 H.M.C. Onslow MSS., p. 504.
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